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Subject: TRIBAL COORDINATION AND OUTREACH POLICY 

RESOLUTION G-14-23 
 
  

ISSUE: 
 
Should the Commission reaffirm and reemphasize its existing practice of having Caltrans act as the 
Commission’s liaison for coordination and outreach with Tribal Governments?  

 
RECOMMENDATION: 

 
Staff recommends that the Commission reaffirm and reemphasize the Commission’s existing 
practice of having Caltrans act as the Commission’s liaison for coordination and outreach with 
Tribal Governments. 

 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The Commission has historically relied on Caltrans for ensuring adherence with required 
coordination and outreach with Tribal Governments on matters within the Commission’s purview.   
This practice is built on the premise that Caltrans, through its local offices and related liaison 
functions, is the entity with specific knowledge of potential program and project impacts, and for 
ensuring appropriate and continuous government-to-government communication with Tribal 
Governments.  Similarly, Caltrans also acts as the Commission’s liaison with regional and local 
governments to ensure program and project related funding requests are coordinated, including 
recommendations for consideration by the Commission during its public meetings.   
 
Reliance on Caltrans for this purpose is consistent with Government Code 14512 which states, in 
part, that “the commission may request the department, and the department shall have the authority, 
to perform such work as the commission deems necessary to carry out its duties and 
responsibilities.”   
 
The Commission is aware of and supports the June 2014 Tribal Consultation Policy adopted by the 
California State Transportation Agency (CalSTA), which states the CalSTA’s commitment to 
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strengthening and sustaining relationships between Tribes and the State.   The Commission is 
committed to working with Caltrans and CalSTA to ensure open and timely communications of its 
meeting agenda and action items, and welcomes the attendance and participation of Tribal 
Governments at all its public meetings.   
 
For purposes of the Governor’s Executive Order B-10-11, the CalSTA policy and this agenda item, 
the terms “Tribe,” “California Indian Tribe,” and “tribal” include all Federally Recognized Tribes 
and other California Native Americans.   
 
 
Attachments 
1.  CalSTA Tribal Consultation Policy  
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