
 

  STATE OF CALIFORNIA                      CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

 

M e m o r a n d u m 
 

To:  CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS 
  

CTC Meeting: January 22, 2015 

 Reference No.: 4.10 
 Information  

 
 
 

From:  SUSAN BRANSEN 
 Interim Executive Director 
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ASSESSMENT  
 

ISSUE: 
 
The California State Association of Counties (CSAC) and the League of California Cities (League) will 
present the results of the 2014 California Local Streets & Roads Needs Assessment. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The 2014 California Local Streets & Roads Needs Assessment (Needs Assessment) is a culmination of 
the original assessment in 2008 and subsequent 2010 and 2012 updates.  The Needs Assessment 
addresses the conditions of local streets and roads, and identifies the required rehabilitation and 
maintenance costs for the next decade, identifies essential components (such as safety, traffic and 
regulatory), and recognizes the funding shortfall and the impacts of different funding scenarios.   
 
The 2014 Needs Assessment includes a number of findings, including a projected funding shortfall of 
$82.2 billion over the next 10 years to bring the local street and road pavement condition and essential 
components to a level of best management practices.  
 
Attached is a fact sheet outlining the findings of the 2014 California Local Streets & Roads Needs 
Assessment.  The full report can be downloaded at http://www.savecaliforniastreets.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment: 2014 California Local Streets & Roads Needs Assessment Fact Sheet 
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The 2012 Statewide Needs Assessment shows a steady downward trend in pavement condition.  

• In 10 years, under existing funding levels, a quarter of the streets and roads in California will be in “failed” condition. 
More than twice the current funding level is needed just to maintain current pavement conditions. 
 

Cities and counties own and operate 81% of the local streets and roads in California.  
• Every trip – by car, bus, bicycle, or on foot - begins and ends on a local street or road. 
• The local system is critical for the safety and mobility of the traveling public, emergency responders, law enforcement, 

farm to market needs, commerce, and multimodal needs such as bicycles and buses. 
 
The local street and road system provides two-fold opportunity for economic recovery.  

• The system provides opportunity for public and private sector jobs, supporting economies across the state. 
• Modernizing local streets and roads will create well-paying construction jobs that help boost local economies, attract 

businesses, and provide for the safe and efficient movement of both people and goods. 
 
Investing in local streets and roads now will help the environment later.  

• Maintenance reduces drive time and traffic congestion, improves bicycle safety, and makes the pedestrian experience 
safer and more appealing - all of which lead to reduced vehicle emissions. 

• Cars and trucks sustain less damage and use less fuel on well-maintained streets. 
• Restoring roads before they fail will reduce future construction costs and also translates to less air and water pollution. 

 
The Assessment captures more than 98% of local streets and roads in California, with 92% of the data coming 
from pavement management systems. 

• On the Pavement Condition Index (PCI) which ranks roadway pavement conditions on a scale of zero (failed) to 100 
(excellent), the statewide average for local streets and roads is 66, an “at risk” rating.  

• The condition is projected to deteriorate to a PCI of 53 in 10 years. 
 
The funding shortfall is $82.2 billion over the next 10 years. 

• To bring the pavement condition and essential components such as storm drains, gutters, sidewalks and curbs of local 
streets and roads to a level of Best Management Practices (BMP), there needs to be an additional investment of $8.22 
billion dollars annually over the next ten years. 

• Achieving pavement BMP is the most cost-effective way to maintain local streets and roads, and has the lowest impact 
on mobility and commerce. 

 
Nichols Consulting Engineers, Chtd. performed the study. It was sponsored by the cities and counties of 
California, and managed by the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC). The Oversight Committee is 
composed of representatives from the following: 
 

• League of California Cities (League) 
• California State Association of Counties (CSAC) 
• County Engineers Association of California (CEAC) 
• California Regional Transportation Planning Agencies (RTPA) 
• California Rural Counties Task Force (RCTF) 
• Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) 
• County of Los Angeles, Department of Public Works 

 
 
 

The full report can be downloaded at: http://www.savecaliforniastreets.org 
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