
M e m o r a n d u m
To: CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS CTC Meeting: March 16-17, 2016 

Reference No.: 4.12 
Action 

From:  WILL KEMPTON 
Executive Director 

Subject: ADOPTION OF THE FISCAL YEAR 2014-15  ENVIRONMENTAL ENHANCEMENT AND 
MITIGATION PROGRAM  RESOLUTION G-16-11 

ISSUE 
The California Natural Resources Agency (Resources Agency) requests the California 
Transportation Commission (Commission) approve the Fiscal Year (FY) 2014-15 Environmental 
Enhancement and Mitigation (EEM) Program. 

RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the Commission approve the FY 2014-15 EEM Program that includes 21 
projects on the Recommended for Funding List and four projects in the Substitution List. 

BACKGROUND 
Section 164.56 of the Streets and Highway Code specifies that the Commission shall annually 
award grants to fund proposals that are included on a list prepared by the Resources Agency.   

The Resources Agency has developed procedures and criteria to evaluate and rank each grant 
proposal.  Any local, state or federal agency or nonprofit entity may apply for and receive grants to 
undertake environmental enhancement and mitigation projects that are directly or indirectly related 
to the environmental impact of modifying existing transportation facilities or for the design, 
construction or expansion of new transportation facilities.   

Projects eligible for funding include, but are not limited to the following: 

 Urban Forestry - projects designed to offset vehicular emissions of carbon dioxide.

 Resource Lands - projects for acquisition or enhancement of resource lands to mitigate the loss
of, or the detriment to, resource lands lying within the right-of-way acquired for proposed
transportation improvements.

 Mitigation Projects Beyond the Scope of the Lead Agency - projects to mitigate the impact of
proposed transportation facilities or to enhance the environment, where the ability to effectuate
the mitigation or enhancement measures is beyond the scope of the lead agency responsible for
assessing the environmental impact of the proposed transportation improvement.
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The Resources Agency reviewed 39 grant applications and recommended funding for 10 projects 
in Northern California totaling $3,890,324 and 11 projects in Southern California totaling 
$4,370,547 for a FY 2014-15 EEM Program total of $8,260,871 to 21 projects.   

The Resources Agency also developed a Substitution List that includes two projects in Northern 
California for $1,300,000 and two projects in Southern California for $1,000,000.  In the event a 
project is removed or savings are generated from the Recommended for Funding List, a project 
from the Substitution List may be substituted as long as there is sufficient capacity to allow for a 
substitution.   

There are 14 projects not recommended for funding, eight in Northern California and six in 
Southern California.  The multi-disciplined evaluation team used the EEM Program procedures and 
criteria to determine that these projects did not meet the EEM Program criteria. 

Each project recommended for funding has provided the Resources Agency evidence of CEQA 
compliance.   
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California Transportation Commission 
 

ADOPTION OF THE FISCAL YEAR 2014-15 
ENVIRONMENTAL ENHANCEMENT AND MITIGATION PROGRAM 

 
Resolution G-16-12 

 
1.1 WHEREAS, Streets and Highways Code Section 164.56 establishes the Environmental 

Enhancement and Mitigation Program; and 
 
1.2 WHEREAS, this program provides funding annually for environmental enhancement and 

mitigation projects which are directly or indirectly related to the environmental impact of 
modifying existing transportation facilities or for the design, construction or expansion of new 
transportation facilities; and 

 
1.3 WHEREAS, the California Natural Resources Agency is charged with evaluating proposals 

submitted for this program and providing a list of proposals recommended for funding to the 
California Transportation Commission; and 

 
1.4 WHEREAS, the California Transportation Commission is responsible for awarding grants to 

fund proposals which are included on the list prepared by the California Natural Resources 
Agency; and 

 
1.5 WHEREAS, the California Natural Resources Agency has prepared a Projects Recommended 

for Funding list totaling $8,260,871 for twenty-one projects, and that list has been reviewed 
by the Commission; and 

 
1.6 WHEREAS, the California Natural Resources Agency also prepared a Substitution list of 

projects totaling $2,300,000 for four projects in the event projects from the Projects 
Recommended for Funding list are unable to proceed. 

 
2.1 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the California Transportation Commission 

adopts the Fiscal Year 2014-15 Environmental Enhancement and Mitigation Program, as 
indicated in the Projects Recommended for Funding list of projects (attached); and 
 

2.2 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in the event a project is removed or savings are generated 
from the Projects Recommended for Funding list, a project from the Substitution List 
(attached) may be awarded as long as there is sufficient capacity to allow this substitution; and  

 
2.3 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the California Natural Resources Agency shall report to 

the Commission when a project is awarded from the Substitution List; and  
 
2.4 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that it is the intent of the California Transportation 

Commission to allocate available funds for these projects, and expects that the funds allocated 
be expended on a timely basis; and 



 
2.5 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that for projects which include land acquisition, the California 

Transportation Commission would encourage grant recipients to reduce overall project costs 
by exploring the feasibility of acquiring easements rather than fee title when appropriate; and 

 
2.6 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that due to the uniqueness of the individual projects in 

this program, the California Transportation Commission recommends the Resources 
Agency be especially diligent in the on-site inspection and auditing of the projects included 
in this program. 
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