
  

 

   

  
 

  

   
 

  
 

     
  

  

 
 
 

    
     

 

 
 
 

 

    
  

     

     
  

     

  
 

     
  

Tab 77M e m o r a n d u m 

To: CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS CTC Meeting: June 28-29, 2017 

Reference No.: 2.2c.(10) 
Action 

Published Date: June 23, 2017 

From: SUSAN BRANSEN Prepared By: Jose Oseguera 
Executive Director Assistant Deputy Director 

Subject: APPROVAL OF PROJECT FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION OF FUNDING - FINAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE COACHELLA VALLEY LINK 
MULTI-MODAL TRANSPORTATION PROJECT (RESOLUTION E-17-45) 

ISSUE: 
Should the California Transportation Commission (Commission), as a Responsible Agency, 
accept the Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR), the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting 
Program, and the Statement of Overriding Considerations for the Coachella Valley Link Multi-
Modal Transportation Project (Project) in Riverside County and approve the Project for future 
consideration of funding? 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends the Commission accept the FEIR, the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting 
Program, the Statement of Overriding Considerations, and approve the Project for future 
consideration of funding. 

BACKGROUND: 
The Coachella Valley Association of Governments (CVAG) is the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) lead agency for the Project. The Project, as identified in Alternative 1, will 
construct a multi-modal pathway beginning in Palm Springs and ending in the City of Coachella 
(FEIR, Section 2.0, Response to Comments).  

On May 15, 2017, the Executive Committee of the CVAG adopted Resolution 17-003 to approve 
the FEIR and the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program, and Resolution 17-004 to 
approve the Statement of Overriding Considerations for the Project as required under CEQA. 

The FEIR determined that impacts related to noise and vibration during construction would be 
significant and unavoidable.  

CVAG’s Executive Committee determined that there were several benefits that outweighed the 
unavoidable adverse environmental effects of the Project.  These benefits include overriding 
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economic, legal, social and technological considerations that outweigh the identified significant 
effects on the environment.  The benefits cited by the Executive Committee of CVAG include: 

1) Creating a regional multi-modal transportation facility that interconnects the highest 
intensity land use corridor in the Coachella Valley with neighborhoods, schools, retail 
centers, etc.; 

2) Adding a safe and reliable mode of travel that would link the major cities of the Coachella 
Valley; 

3) Limiting conflicts between motor vehicle traffic, pedestrians and bicyclists to reduce 
injuries and fatalities; 

4) Securing a separate and reliable transportation path; 
5) Reducing vehicle miles traveled by gasoline powered motor vehicles and congestion on 

local roadways; 
6) Reducing air emissions and greenhouse gas emissions by complying with the Global 

Warming Solutions Act (AB 32) and the Sustainable Communities and Climate Protection 
Act (SB 375); 

7) Improving connectivity for areas of the population who currently are limited in their travel 
options; and  

8) Promoting healthy lifestyles through active transportation.       

On June 20, 2017, CVAG confirmed that the FEIR remains valid and that there are no new 
identified impacts requiring mitigation since adoption.  CVAG also confirmed that the preferred 
alternative set forth in the final environmental document is consistent with the Project scope of 
work programed by the Commission. 

The Project is estimated to cost $99,500,000 and is fully funded through construction with Active 
Transportation Program Funds ($15,412,000), Coachella Council of Governments 
Transportation Funds ($20,000,000), Cathedral City Bicycle Transportation Account/State 
Transportation Improvement Program Funds ($2,749,000), Congestion Mitigation and Air 
Quality Funds ($33,939,000), Desert Healthcare District/Community Health Improvement 
Infrastructure Grant Funds ($10,000,000) and Air Quality Mitigation Grant Funds 
($17,400,000).   

Construction is estimated to begin in Fiscal Year 2018/19. 

Attachments: 
- Resolution E-17-45 
- Notice of Determination 
- Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program 
- Statement of Overriding Considerations 
- Project Location Map 
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CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 

Resolution for Future Consideration of Funding 
8 – Riverside County 
Resolution E-17-45 

1.1 WHEREAS, the Coachella Valley Association of Governments (CVAG) has completed 
the Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) pursuant to the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) and the CEQA Guidelines for the following Project (Project): 

• Coachella Valley Link Multi-Modal Transportation Project 

1.2 WHEREAS, CVAG has certified that the FEIR was completed pursuant to CEQA and the 
CEQA Guidelines; and 

1.3 WHEREAS, the Project, as identified in Alternative 1, will construct a multi-modal 
pathway beginning in Palm Springs and ending in the City of Coachella (FEIR, Section 
2.0, Response to Comments); and 

1.4 WHEREAS, the Project is located in Coachella Valley and follows the course of Chino 
Wash, the Whitewater River flood plain, Tahquitz Creek, and the Whitewater River 
Stormwater Channel/Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel as they extend through the 
Valley; and 

1.5 WHEREAS, the California Transportation Commission, as the Responsible Agency has 
considered the information contained in the Final Environmental Impact Report; and 

1.6 WHEREAS, on May 15, 2017, CVAG’s Executive Committee adopted Resolution 17-
003 to approve the FEIR and the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program, and 
Resolution 17-004 to approve the Statement of Overriding Considerations; and 

1.7 WHEREAS, CVAG’s Executive Committee determined that impacts related to noise and 
vibration during construction would be significant and unavoidable; and 

1.8 WHEREAS, CVAG’s Executive Committee adopted a Statement of Overriding 
Considerations for the Project finding that the Project benefits outweigh the unavoidable 
effects; and 

1.9 WHEREAS, CVAG’s Executive Committee adopted a Mitigation Monitoring and 
Reporting Program for the Project; and 

1.10 WHEREAS, the above significant effect is acceptable when balanced against the facts as 
set forth in the Statement of Overriding Considerations; and 

1.11 WHEREAS, on June 20, 2017, CVAG confirmed that the FEIR remains valid and that 
there are no new identified impacts requiring mitigation since adoption and that the 
preferred alternative set forth in the final environmental document is consistent with the 
Project scope of the work programed by the Commission. 



  
   

     
 

2.1 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the California Transportation 
Commission does hereby accept the Final Environmental Impact Report and Statement of 
Overriding Considerations, and approves the above referenced Project to allow for future 
consideration of funding. 



 
       

 
     

    
   
   
  
 

  

 
  

  
 

  
          

 
       

 
    

  
    

 
 
 

      
      

  
 

         
        
     

       
                     

          
                   

 
    

 
  
 
    Executive Director   
SUSAN BRANSEN        California Transportation Commission  
Signature (Public Agency)     Date     Title    
 
Date received for filing at  OPR:  

NOTICE OF DETERMINATION 

To: Office of Planning and Research From: California Transportation Commission 
1400 Tenth Street, Room 121 Attn: Jose Oseguera 
Sacramento, CA 95814 1120 N Street, MS 52 

Sacramento, CA 95814 
(916) 653-2094 

Subject: Filing of Notice of Determination in compliance with Section 21108 of the Public Resources 
Code. 

Coachella Valley Link Multi-Modal Transportation Project 
Project Title

 2013111050                Tom Kirk  (760) 346-1127 
State Clearinghouse Number Lead Agency Contact Person Area Code/Telephone 

Project Location (include county): The project is located in Coachella Valley and follows the course of 
Chino Wash, the Whitewater River flood plain, Tahquitz Creek, and the Whitewater River Stormwater 
Channel/Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel as they extend through the Valley. 

Project Description: The project, as identified in Alternative 1, will construct a multi-modal pathway 
beginning in Palm Springs and ending in the City of Coachella (FEIR, Section 2.0, Response to 
Comments). 

This is to advise that the California Transportation Commission has approved the above described project on 
(_ Lead Agency/ X Responsible Agency) 

June 28-29, 2017 and has made the following determinations regarding the above described project: 

1. The project (  X will/ _ will not) have a significant effect on the environment. 
2. X  An Environmental Impact Report was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 

_ __ A Mitigated Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 
3. Mitigation measures (  X were/ _  were not) made a condition of the approval of the project. 
4. Mitigation reporting or monitoring plan (  X was / was not) adopted for this project. 
5. A Statement of Overriding Considerations (  X was /  _ was not) adopted for this project. 
6. Findings (  X were/   were not) made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 

The above identified document with comments and responses and record of project approval is available to the 
General Public at: 73-710 Fred Waring Drive, Suite 200, Palm Desert, CA  92260 
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