
   

 

  

 

  

 
   

 

        
    

 

 

  
  

   
    

 

 
     

  

 

   
     

     

   
  

       

   
    

    
  

M e m o r a n d u m  

To: CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS CTC Meeting: August 14-15, 2019 

From: SUSAN BRANSEN, Executive Director 

Reference Number: 4.19, Action 

Prepared By: Anja Aulenbacher 
Assistant Deputy Director 

Published Date: August 2, 2019 

Subject: Trade Corridors Improvement Fund Program Amendment to Revise the 
Avenue 66 / UP Grade Separation Bypass Project in Riverside County 
Resolution TCIF-P-1920-02 

Issue: 

Should the California Transportation Commission (Commission) amend the Trade 
Corridors Improvement Fund Program to update the Trade Corridors Improvement 
Fund Program amount to $10.359 million for the Avenue 66 / UP Grade Separation 
Bypass Project in Riverside County? 

Recommendation: 

Staff recommends the Commission approve the Trade Corridors Improvement Fund 
Program amendment to update the Trade Corridors Improvement Fund Program 
amount to $10.359 million for the Avenue 66 / UP Grade Separation Bypass Project in 
Riverside County. 

Background: 

In January 2016, the Commission programmed $5.709 million in Trade Corridors 
Improvement Funds to the Avenue 66 / UP Grade Separation Bypass Project. At the 
time, the total project cost was estimated at $39.080 million. 

With the support of the Southern California Consensus Group, Riverside County 
requested to increase the Trade Corridors Improvement Fund Program amount by 
$4.65 million and add an additional $6.589 million in federal and local funds. 

The engineer’s estimate, refined in May 2019 at the end of the redesign process, 
identified the need for additional funds. The primary reasons for the increase in total 
project costs are due to the following: findings from the geotechnical studies that 
concluded the road and bridge foundations needed to be enlarged; retaining walls 
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needed to be added; and the substantial increase in construction and construction 
engineering costs since the last cost estimate. 

The programmed Trade Corridors Improvement Funds for this project will increase 
from $5.709 million to $10.359 million and the total estimated project cost will increase 
from $39.08 million to $55.845 million. 

The funding for this amendment is made available through savings generated from 
other projects programmed in the Trade Corridor Improvement Fund within the Los 
Angeles/Inland Corridor Region. 

The Avenue 66 / UP Grade Separation Bypass Project will construct a new two-lane 
roadway alignment and elevated structure over the Union Pacific Railroad Lines, 
Hammond Road, and State Route 111, south of the existing Avenue 66 alignment. 
The new grade separated overcrossing will improve public safety and the efficiency 
and reliability of uninterrupted freight movement. In addition, this project will support 
the expanding agribusiness in the Coachella Valley. 

Attachments 

• Attachment A: Southern California Consensus Group support letter 
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