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Statewide Transportation Research Program (STRP) by 
the Numbers
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4 years of SB 1 funding

200+ research projects

100+ engaged external partners engaged

4 new multi-campus initiatives launched

1 major state-initiated study - Driving CA’s Transportation Emissions to Zero



2020-21 Marks Fourth Year of SB 1 Funding
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Funded Over 200 Research Projects Since 2017 
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STRP Supports a Range of Research Types
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RFP-Selected Research
• 68% of research portfolio
• Priorities set annually, and all proposals must identify public agency stakeholder(s)

Directed Research
• 13% of research portfolio
• High priority research selected by ITS Director or requested by the Legislature outside of RFP 

Rapid Response Research
• 12% of research portfolio
• Products range from 12-month research project to white paper to one-page summary

Student-led Research
• 7% of research portfolio



Spotlight: Sexual Harassment on Public Transit 

Study Objective: Understand the extent of sexual harassment 

in transit environments, and identify possible solutions to 

addressing sexual harrassment.

Impact: The City of Los Angeles passed motion directing city 

staff to recommend how to “strengthen the oversight, mitigation, 

and response to street harassment occurring in Los Angeles’ 

public spaces and on City-administered transit systems”
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More information: 
● www.ucits.org/research-project/2019-52
● luskin.ucla.edu/loukaitou-sideris-studies-sexual-harassment-

on-public-transit

http://www.ucits.org/research-project/2019-52
https://luskin.ucla.edu/loukaitou-sideris-studies-sexual-harassment-on-public-transit
https://luskin.ucla.edu/loukaitou-sideris-studies-sexual-harassment-on-public-transit


Spotlight: How Will Heavier Zero-Emission Trucks Affect Pavement?
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Context: AB 2061(2018) increased the weight limit for near-zero- 

and zero-emission trucks by 2,000 pounds

Question from the Legislature: What is the law’s 

implications for greenhouse gas emissions and damage to pavement 

and bridges?

Findings:
• Cost of additional pavement damage is negligible

• Emission benefits far outweigh emissions from additional road 

maintenance caused by heavier trucks

• Modeling effects on bridges is limited due to data constraints

More information:
www.ucits.org/research-project/2020-19

http://www.ucits.org/research-project/2020-19


Engaged Over 100 External Partners in Research
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Examples of External Partners
• Valley Clean Air Now

• California Transit Association

• LA Metro

• Sacramento Area Council of 

Governments

• Uber (JUMP Bicycles)

• Volvo Truck Corporation

• Port of Long Beach

• Southern California Edison



Engaged Over 100 External Partners in Research
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Launched Four Multi-Campus Initiatives
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● Resilient and Innovative Mobility Initiative

● City and County Pavement Improvement Center

● COVID-19 Rapid Response Initiative

● Transportation Equity Initiative 

www.ucits.org



Spotlight: City and County Pavement Improvement Center
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Partnership between:

• UC ITS
• CSU Transportation Consortium led by the Mineta Transportation Institute 
• League of CA Cities
• CA State Association of Counties

Mission:  Support local governments increase pavement technical capability through timely, relevant, and 
practical support, training, outreach and research

Impact:

• 13 training classes offered, 711 people trained
• 3 software tools developed
• 4 technical briefs produced
• 4 sample specifications developed



Spotlight: COVID-19 Rapid Response Initiative
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24 projects funded

$1.4 million awarded

1 book

1 Award - Best Organized Research Program from CA Transportation Foundation




