
   

2026 STATE TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

(STIP) 

Draft 2026 STIP Fund Estimate & Guidelines Workshop 

July 22, 2025 | 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 



 

Today’s Discussion 
• Program Capacity 

• Revised Shares, including PPM 

• Draft 2026 STIP Guideline Proposals 

• STIP Timeline 

• RTIP Reminders 

• Questions/Comments 



   REVISED DRAFT 2026 STIP FUND ESTIMATE 



     ADOPTED 2024 STIP FUND ESTIMATE 



      REVISED DRAFT SUMMARY OF TARGETS AND SHARES 
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      REVISED DRAFT SUMMARY OF SHARES -- PPM 
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SUMMARY OF SHARES – PPM EXAMPLE 

• 2024 Orange Book: 

Monterey 

programmed $253k 

to PPM in FY 28-29 

• Draft 2026 STIP FE: 

Monterey has up to 

$593k available for 

PPM in FY’s 28-29 

through 30-31 

• The difference: 

$593k-$253k = 

$340k in new PPM 

capacity for FY’s 

28-29 - 30-31 
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STIP SHARE PERIODS 
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DRAFT 2026 STIP GUIDELINES 

PROPOSED CHANGES 
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PROPOSED GUIDELINE LANGUAGE 

Policies & procedures specific to the 2026 STIP – 
▪ Uncommitted Funding 

 The Commission will program projects with uncommitted funds only from the Solutions for Congested Corridors 

Program, Trade Corridors Enhancement Program, Local Partnership Program, Local Transportation Climate Adaptation 

Program, Active Transportation Program and federal discretionary programs. If the uncommitted fundsing areis not 

secured with the adoption of the next programming cycle for these programs and alternative funding is not identified 

within six months, a STIP amendment will be used to delete the project. It may be substituted by a project with a full 

funding commitment. The Commission expects the regions to inform CTC staff. 

 The Commission will also accept projects with uncommitted funds from federal discretionary programs. The agency 

must provide a plan to secure the funding commitment, explain the risk of not securing that commitment, and include 

a contingency plan to secure alternative funding should the commitment not be obtained. If a project with 

uncommitted federal discretionary funds is programmed, all funding commitments must be secured six months prior to 

the year in which the project is programmed, or the project will be deleted from the STIP. The Commission will not 

accept alternative fund sources that will delay the project’s phase within the STIP. It is the responsibility of the Regions 

to keep the Commission informed when a project is unsuccessful in securing funds and other funding sources are 

being pursued. 
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PROPOSED GUIDELINE LANGUAGE 

▪ Section 17 – Committed Funds and Uncommitted Funds 
▪ The Commission will not program a project or phase of a project in the STIP without a full funding commitment from STIP funds or other committed 

funds. The Commission considers funds committed when programmed by the Commission, or when the agency with discretionary authority over the 

funds has committed to the project by ordinance or resolution. 

▪ For federal formula funds, including the Surface Transportation Block Grant Program, Highway Improvement Program, Congestion Mitigation and Air 

Quality, and federal formula transit funds, the commitment may be made through the federal Transportation Improvement Program adoption. 

▪ For federal discretionary funds, the commitment may be made through the federal approval of a full funding grant agreement or by grant approval. The 

commitment may take the form of federal acceptance into Accelerated Project Delivery and Development (in the case of Small starts) with the 

expectation of federal approval of an Expedited Grant Agreement, or federal approval of a project to enter Engineering (in the case of New starts) with 

the expectation of federal approval of a Full Funding Grant Agreement as long as all funding, excluding STIP funding, is committed to the project. A 

project programmed before receiving federal approval for construction must receive the federal approval for construction before construction allocation 

and no later than the end of the first full federal fiscal year after the STIP or STIP amendment is adopted, or the project will be deleted from the STIP. 

▪ When proposing to program only preconstruction components for a project, Caltrans or the regional agency should demonstrate how it intends to fund 

the construction of a useable segment, consistent with the regional transportation plan or the Caltrans interregional transportation strategic plan. 

▪ All proposed projects shall submit complete funding plans describing each overall project and/or usable project segment.  Each plan shall list Federal, 

State, and local funding categories by fiscal year over the funding timeframe sought. Rail and transit projects must include how they intend to fund 

initial operating costs.  Moreover, should the project schedule exceed the funding horizon, the amount needed beyond what is currently requested shall 

be indicated.  This information may be incorporated in the project fact sheets (see Section 50 of these guidelines). 

▪ The Commission will program projects with uncommitted funds only from the Solutions for Congested Corridors Program, Trade Corridor Enhancement 

Program, Local Partnership Program, Local Transportation Climate Adaptation Program, Active Transportation Program, and Federal Discretionary 

Programs. If the funding committed is not secured with the adoption of the following programming cycle, that covers the applicable programming year for 

these programs, and alternative funding is not identified within six months, a STIP amendment will be required to delete the projects or substitute the 

projects for projects that have a full funding commitment. 
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PROPOSED GUIDELINE LANGUAGE 

Section 48 – Display of Project Descriptions and Costs 

Each new or carryover project proposed for programming in the STIP shall include the following information: 

a) The name of the agency responsible for project implementation. 

b) The project title, including a brief nontechnical description of the project location and limits (community name, corridor, street name, etc.), 

and a phrase describing the type and scope of the project. By definition, the Commission will regard the limits for a rehabilitation project on 

local streets and roads as including adjacent or nearby streets and roads, thus providing greater flexibility in project scope. 

c) A Caltrans-provided unique project identification number (PPNO). 

d) The route number and post-mile limits should be identified for projects on the State highway system. Global positioning system (GPS) 

coordinates (longitude and latitude) and cross streets should be identified for local projects not on the state highway system. 

e) The delivery schedule for each of the project’s milestones. 

f) Any appropriate funding restriction or designation, including projects eligible for Public Transportation Account funding, projects requiring 

state-only funding, or projects requiring Federal funds. Agencies proposing projects requiring state-only funding (including local street and 

road projects not eligible for federal-aid) should recognize that the availability of state-only funding may be limited. 

g) New and carryover projects shall include the current funding plan, including the total project cost and the source and amounts of local or 

other non-STIP funds, if any, committed to the project. 

h) A map showing the project location and corridor. 

i) The legislative districts where the projects are located. 

j) The project’s identification or page number as reflected in the RTP. 
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 2026 STIP TIMELINE 

Topic Dates
Commission hearing/adoption of STIP Guidelines August 14-15, 2025
Commission adopts STIP Fund Estimate August 14-15, 2025
Caltrans identifies State highway needs September 15, 2025
Caltrans releases the draft ITIP October 15, 2025
CTC ITIP Hearing – North October 30, 2025
CTC ITIP Hearing – South November 7, 2025
RTIPs and Final ITIP submitted to the CTC December 15, 2025
STIP Hearing – North January 28, 2026
STIP Hearing – South February 5, 2026
CTC publishes staff recommendations February 27, 2026
Commission adopts the 2026 STIP March 19-20, 2026
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REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT 

PROGRAM (RTIP) REMINDERS 



RTIP REMINDERS 

1 

Capturing Cost Escalations 
on existing projects is a 
requirement 

Sections 52 and 56 

2 

If an increase is proposed 
on an existing project, it 
cannot be to backfill other 
non-STIP funds previously 
committed to the project, 
which have already been, 
or in the future, will be 
redirected to non-capital 
activities 

Section 31 

3 

Current year projects 
cannot be increased, 
decreased, or deleted 

Section 75 

4 

Regional Transportation 
Plan (RTP) project 
identification or project 
number must be identified 
in the Regional 
Transportation 
Improvement Program 

Section 48 

5 

The fact sheet will be 
posted on the 
Commission’s website and 
must comply with state and 
federal web accessibility 
laws and standards. 

Section 50 
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QUESTIONS? 
Kacey Moore Gutierrez | STIP Program Manager 

916 707 1388 | kacey.moore gutierrez@catc.ca.gov 

mailto:gutierrez@catc.ca.gov
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