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ENVIRONMENTAL 
JUSTICE 

TRANSPORTATION:  
EQUITY AND 
SOCIAL JUSTICE 

• “Is the fair treatment and 
meaningful involvement of all 
people regardless of race, color, 
national origin, or income with 
respect to the development, 
implementation and enforcement of 
environmental laws, regulations and 
policies.” 

• “Fair and just distribution of 
transportation resources, 
opportunities, and outcomes among 
different groups of people, 
especially those who face systemic 
barriers or disadvantages due to 
their race, ethnicity, gender, income, 
disability, age, or other factors.” 



   
   

  

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE AND 
TRANSPORTATION EQUITY & 

SOCIAL JUSTICE JIBE 



 DISPLACEMENT 
• Downtown Stockton once was 

home for Chinese, Japanese, and 
Filipino Communities in 
California’s San Joaquin Valley. 
But throughout the decades, 
misguided and racially biased 
projects destroyed what once 
was their home. In the 1960's and 
70's, with the building of 
Crosstown Freeway, or State 
Route 4, tore through the heart of 
downtown Stockton’s Chinatown, 
Japan town, and Little Manila 
neighborhoods. 

• With the decades of discrimination, it weakened Asian neighborhoods 
of defending themselves. Which caused them to be chosen to be 
destroyed and began the building of Interstate 4. This caused the 
displacement of Chinatown, Japan town, and Little Manila. Moreover, 
with the discriminatory redlining laws that were present back then it 
only prevented Asians from buying properties, leading them to crowd 
into a tiny area. Therefore, causing there displacement in Stockton, 
California. 



  TRANSPORTATION AND HEALTH 
DISPARITIES 

• According to the EPA, our current 
air pollution, about 27%, comes 
from transportation. Gas and 
diesel powered vehicles are 
responsible for the majority of 
polluted air. Which makes up 
about 83% of all transportation 
related pollution. 

• Through the emissions from 
combustion of fossil -derived 
fuels, transportation systems 
contribute to degraded air quality 
and pollution 

• Vehicles are a major source of fine particles in South Stockton, with 
activities related to the port accounting for about a quarter of the 
area’s dangerous diesel exhaust. Two of the 18 Stockton census tracts 
included in the state program are ranked in the top 1% of the most 
pollution -burdened in California. 



  TRANSPORTATION AND HEALTH 
DISPARITIES 

• Health disparities that are 
caused by the exposure of 
particulate pollution can cause 
lung disease, trigger asthma 
attacks and bronchitis, and 
increase risks of respiratory 
infections. 

• Stockton is a designated area where 
diesel trucks and distribution 
warehouses are located. They cause the 
city’s residents to experience 
significant amounts of traffic -related air 
pollution exposure. Increased exposure 
to near roadway pollution makes 
Stockton Residents more vulnerable to 
air -pollution related health risks. 

HTTPS://FOX40.COM/WP-CONTENT/UPLOADS/SITES/13/2022/08/TRAFFIC-CLOSURES-

HTTPS://FOX40.COM/WP-CONTENT/UPLOADS/SITES/13/2022/08/TRAFFIC-CLOSURES


  TRANSPORTATION AND HEALTH 
DISPARITIES 

• Over 5 million people have • 1 out of 6 kids in San Joaquin Valley 
been diagnosed asthma from have asthma 
pollutants that stem from the 
farming and transportation 
industries. 

CALENVIRONSCREE  

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/11d2f52282a54ceebcac7428e6184203/page/CalEnviroScreen-4_0/


 Public Transportation 

• Lack of transportation is a big 
issue for workers. Job growth in 
the San Joaquin County is spread 
throughout Tracy, Lathrop, 
Manteca and outside Stockton city 
limits. Fewer than 20% of 
households can access a job within 
a 30 - minute transit commute. For 
residents traveling from certain 
neighborhoods or workers who 
have non - traditional schedules can 
be difficult to access their job, 
school, and other places. 



 PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 
• RTD in Stockton has 

about 45 Bus routes 
and 870 Bus Stops. 

• Most of these routes do not 
pass through Conway Homes, 
which is one of the most 
affected communities, because 
there is not only lack of 
transportation but lack of 
grocery stores as well. 

• Some of these RTD Routes have short 
times which are inconvenient to 
residents. Most of these bus routes do 
not go in to some of the most needed 
communities and it is difficult for those 
workers to have access to public 
transportation when they have 
different working hours than those RTD 
provides for stops. 

RTD Routes 
BRT Express: 5 
Commuter: 2 

Local: 26 
Hopper Local: 7 

Hopper County: 5 



    EDUCATION AND RACE OF SOUTH STOCKTON 

• Based on these charts we can see 
that most of the communities 
that are affected from 
transportation pollution that live 
in South Stockton are Hispanics, 
Black, and white communities. 

• Most of South Stockton 
residents completed less 
than high school as their 
education. Which means 
that these communities 
are the ones who 
struggle the most to find 
a well -paying job. 
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SOLUTION 

Working with environmental justice 
organiza tion a longside residents for a 
critica l, equity and justice based 
approach tha t encourages 
understanding of root causes and 
develops a space for building politica l 
consciousness and movement building. 
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C A T H O L I C  C H A R I T I E S  D I O C E S E  O F  S T O C K T O N  
E N V I R O N M E N T A L  J U S T I C E  P R O G R A M  
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