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California Transportation Commission

PROGRAM OVERVIEW

 Biennial program updated and adopted in March of every even numbered year

 Each update includes a five-year program of projects

 Program funding is constrained by the Fund Estimate adopted in August of each odd-
numbered year

 Funding distribution is based on formula:
 75% - Regional Improvement Program (RIP)

 25% - Interregional Improvement Program (IIP)
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California Transportation Commission

2026 STATE TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM

 Covers fiscal years 26-27 through 30-31

 Fiscal years 24-25 and 25-26 are collapsed into the “Prior” column

 Fiscal years 27-28 and 30-31 are added

 The first three years of the 2026 STIP are overcommitted

 Closes a four-year county share period which ends in 27-28

 Next share period begins in 28-29

3



TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION
• Regional Transportation Plan - Identification Number
• Uncommitted Funding as it relates to CTC Programs
• Committed Funding
• Fact Sheets
• Federalization of Rail projects



Add the following language:

(j) The project’s identification number as 
shown in the Regional Transportation Plan.
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REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN– – IDENTIFICATION NUMBER



California Transportation Commission

UNCOMMITTED FUNDING
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• Uncommitted funds are accepted on a phase only when it is proposing funds for an upcoming 

Commission program cycle.

“The Commission will consider programming projects with uncommitted funds only from the Solutions 

for Congested Corridors Program, Trade Corridors Enhancement Program, Local Partnership Program, 

and the Local Transportation Climate Adaptation Program. If the funding commitment is not secured with 

the adoption of the next programming cycle for these programs and alternative funding is not 

identified within six months, a STIP amendment will be required to delete the projects or substitute the 

projects for projects that have a full funding plan commitment.”



California Transportation Commission

COMMITTED FUNDING
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• The Commission considers funds committed when they are programmed by the Commission, or 

when the agency with discretionary authority over the funds has made its commitment to the project 

by ordinance or resolution. 

• The Commission will not program a project or phase in the STIP without a full funding commitment 

either from the STIP or from other committed funds. 

• All proposed projects must submit a full funding plan, including Federal, State, and local funding 

categories by fiscal year over the timeframe that funding is sought. 



California Transportation Commission

FACTS SHEETS

 History - 
 Added in the 2024 STIP

 Goal -
 To highlight regional and interregional 

priorities outside of the STIP

 Discussion –
 What are your thoughts/suggestions 

on fact sheet content
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California Transportation Commission

FEDERALIZATION OF RAIL PROJECTS
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Article XIX of the California Constitution permits State revenues in the SHA only for State highways, local 
roads, and fixed guideway facilities. 

Article XIX of the California Constitution restricts transit and rail projects that can be funded with nearly all 
SHA revenues to the “research, planning, construction, and improvement of exclusive public mass transit 
guideways (and their related fixed facilities), including the mitigation of their environmental effects, the 
payment for property taken or damaged for such purposes, the administrative costs necessarily incurred in 
the foregoing purposes, and the maintenance of the structures and the immediate right-of-way for the public 
mass transit guideways, but excluding the maintenance and operating costs for mass transit power systems 
and mass transit passenger facilities, vehicles, equipment, and services.” 



California Transportation Commission

FEDERALIZATION OF RAIL PROJECTS
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Additionally, SHA revenues may not be expended for these purposes “unless such use is approved by a 
majority of the votes cast on the proposition authorizing such use of such revenues in an election held 
throughout the county or counties, or a specified area of a county or counties, within which the revenues 
are to be expended.”

This means, for example, that rail rolling stock and buses may be funded only from the Federal revenues 
in the STIP. The non-Federal match can only be programmed in the STIP if PTA capacity is available for 
such projects. If no PTA capacity is available, the match will have to be provided from a non-STIP 
source. 
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TOPICS DATES

Draft STIP Guidelines presented to Commission June 26-27, 2025

Draft STIP Fund Estimate presented to Commission June 27-28, 2025

Commission hearing and adoption of STIP Guidelines August 14-15, 2025

Commission adopts STIP Fund Estimate August 14-15, 2025

Caltrans releases the draft ITIP By October 15, 2025

ITIP Hearing – North and South By November 15, 2025

RTIPs and ITIP submitted to the CTC December 15, 2025

STIP Hearing – North and South January/February 2026

CTC publishes staff recommendations End of February 2026

Commission adopts the 2026 STIP March 2026

2026 STIP TIMELINE



California Transportation Commission

CONTACT

Kacey Ruggiero 
STIP Program Manager
Kacey.Ruggiero@catc.ca.gov

Laurie Waters
Deputy Director, Traditional Programming
Laurie.Waters@catc.ca.gov
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THANK YOU! 

| Draft 2026 STIP Guidelines Workshop
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